Western Journal of Nursing Research 39(11) There are a number of recognized approaches for expanding our knowledge of nursing safety interventions such as nursing handoffs. To address these challenges, we as investigators need to learn what questions to ask and hypotheses to make. It's not surprising that if we want to know what nurses do to keep patients safe and how they interact within the social and clinical networks of hospitals to do it, we should ask nurses. Asking nurses may require the time-intensive work of focus groups, interviews, and observations. These approaches have their own limitations, as nurses may not always appreciate their own contributions to patient safety (Groves et al., 2017) . So we should also use other perspectives to examine what interventions are likely to work and how. Understanding the role of socially embedded nursing interventions or the cognitive mechanisms behind interventions requires input from social sciences.
All types of nursing handoffs are communicative exchanges between at least two people, embedded in the rituals and routines of a unit culture and an organization, and involve perception, thinking, and learning on the part of participants. Researchers who want to understand a handoff process may therefore benefit from the fields of communication, sociology, anthropology, business, and/or psychology. These fields not only provide relevant theory from which to generate questions and hypotheses, but may suggest interventions and provide means of testing and evaluating those interventions. The mechanism for the nursing handoff intervention presented in our article (this issue, Groves et al., 2017) , draws upon the fields of organizational communication and social psychology.
Recommendations to form interdisciplinary research teams are often interpreted as a need to involve other health care team members, often regardless of insight into nursing processes. As we move forward with our task to understand, improve, and increase appreciation of nursing's role in patient safety, investigators also need to engage their nonclinical academic colleagues in this work. By drawing upon the evidence, theory, and expertise of other social science fields, we can advance our understanding of the socially complex processes nurses engage in to keep patients safe.
